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} REVIEW.. 
Mr. Editor —{n the Christian Secretary of 
Noy. 14th is an article signed G. on which I 
wish to make a few animadversions. The wri- 
ter of the piece states that the narrative which 
it contains was communicated to a circle of 
ehristian friends, by a worthy brother in the 
ministry, and concludes that it ought to be pub- 
lished “as a warning to sinners to beware how 
they fight against Cod.” The narrative com- 
mences thus :-— ite 
“ God was pleased to pour ou 
his sical the poharen eto and deat one frundred 
persons embraced ite religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, made profession of their faith, and were bap- 
tised.”. 1% 
The relater has here assumed two positions 
as facts, for which we have nothing but his 
bare assertions. He my be honest, but never- 
theless liable to deception as other men.— That 
God was pleased to-pour out his Spirit on the 
inhabitants of the place to which he alludes, in 
a more special manner, than on others, is an 
assumption which requires some proof, a cir- 
cumstance to which he appears to have paid no 
attention whatever. That one hundred per- 
sons were baptised, and joined a church, or 
churches, called Christian is at best but pre- 
sumptive testimony, that they “ embraced the 
religion of Jesus Christ.” Until this is proved, 
the whole of the inferences gathered from the 
subsequent story are but the shadow of a shade, 
The relater then states that in the place of 
which he had ja:t spoken were three young 
men, who so far opposed “ this blessed influ- 
ence, that they attempted to throw stumbling 
blocks in the way of the young converts.” 
We are not informed of what these stumbling 
blocks consisted, which they attempted to throw 
jn the way of the young converts, nor.is the in- 
formation deemed of much importance by the 
narrator, who appears to deal pretty much in 
encrals. And it may here be remarked asa 
Bt worthy of notiee, vat not a word is said 








relative to the current character and conduct 


of these infidel young men, as they are called. 


The relation is thus continued ;— 

** In the midst of the revival, it preased a holy and 
jealous God to lay the heavy hand of bis judgment 
on one of these young men.” 

It may here be noticed, that G. acknowl 
edges in the introduetory paragraph, that “ the 
fictions which are so common in the minds and 
conversation of the ignorant are the most com- 
mon among those who do not believe in the rela- 
tion God hath given ofhis Son.” So far he is 
evidently in the right, and let his own words 
decide the case. 

I now ask by what authority his informant 
States that this sudden illness is a mark of the 
heavy hand “of the judgment of Go.! >? Wel 
would it be for those who thus brandisi_ tiv 
sword of vengeance over those whom they eva. 
sider as the foes of God and mag, to learn of a 
catholic a lesson of wisdom, in the following 
words ;— 

* wet not this weak, unknowing hand 
Presume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land, 
On each I Judge thy foc.” 

But permit me to ask by what rule men term 
circumstances of this character heavy judg- 
ments in one case, while in others they are 
only inscrutable providenes ? Are no instances 
of distressing and incurable maladies, or sud- 
den deaths by lightening, earthquake, inunda- 
tion, fire, and shipwreck, known to have occur- 
red among those who are designated as the chil- 
dren of God? Youwho have sense, and can- 
dor, and feeling, answer to God and to your 
own sculs, 

The narrator states that the young man was 
taken suddenly ill, and that 

** His distress of mind seemed no less than that of 
Ins bocy, and he cried out in horror of soul—‘ Must 
I die? must I die? MustI go tohel!? must 1 go to 
hell? cam 1 beai hell?’ witha voice so loud and s‘irill, 
that he was heard at a distance from his dwelling.— 
He continued thus to exclaim during siz days, and 
thendied. So ended the morial race of this conteme 
ner of God.” 

But on what authority does he prove that 
these dreadful forebodings were founded in 
truth? Nothing appears to support them better 
than the fears by which they were engendered. 
It is stated in another place, that “ from one of 
them, if not from ali of them, His Spirit was with- 
drawn.” ‘The scriptures represént the Spirit 
of Gad as the spirit of truth—if this were ab- 
sent, by what spirit did the young man speak, 
and what was his foundation for the fear of a 
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hell in anothcr state of existence? Not the 
Spirit of truth, most certainly. 

In the case of Elymas the Sorcerer, who. was 
strnck with blindness by an apostle, we find no | 
denunciation of a future hell. When Ananias 
and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, not a lisp 
of endless torture fell from the lips of the apostle. 
They had not so learned Christ, nor did he thus 
conduct, who prayed for his murderers, nor 
Stephen, who was put to death by those whom 
he accused of resisting the Holy Spirit, as did 
their fathers. 

Paul, when speaking of the stiff-necked and 
rebellious Jews, who killed the Prince of Peace, 
and strove to arrest the progress of the gospel, 
says—“ As concerning the gospel, they are en- 
emies for you sakes; but as touching the elec- 
tion, they are beloved for the father’s sakes.” 
“‘ For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all.” 

Are the fears and evil forebodings of men, 
relative to their temporal concerns, which do 
sometimes occur, a certain prognostic that they 
will be varified? If it be answered, No, as it cer- 
tainly must be, by what rule of logic dare any 
man affirm, that the fears of the ignorant res- 

pecting astate of torture in a future state, of 
which the book of revelation gives usno account, 
will be realized ? Did the doubts of Abraham 
and Sarah, or of Zacharias, defeat the prom- 
ise of God ? Or did the terrific fears which 
haunted the minds of Joseph’s brethren, implant 
a spirit of vengeance in the breast of Joseph? 
Or was Jacob correct in saying. All these 
things are against me? Let the Scriptuarian 
answer. 

But how does all this agree with Baptist 
priciples? If 1 know any thing of the founda- 
tion principles of their church, they are Calvin- 
istic—the sum of which is, that to some “ the 

trance into life is blocked up.” The doc- 

rine of sovereign grace, or election, takes not 
the least cognizance, or “ foresight of faith or 
good works.” Every thing relating to the fi- 
nal destiny of man is predetermined, and, asa 
logical and irresistible consequences, if any 
one be finally lost, it is because God determin- 
ed it, and not because man has sinned. No 
art, no sophistry can evade the conclusion, for 
the writings of its advocates confirm it. 

I ask then, in view ofthese principles, with 
what propriety is this story told, and the infer- 
ences deduced ? If it be as a warning to sinners, 
why insult those with hopes, whose destiny is 
fixed: or require impossibilities, under the dread 
of future misery for non-performance ? Why 
mock with the specious, but hypocritical offers 
of salvation, people of whom it is said, “ if they 
are not elected they will indeed perish.” 

A word to Mr. Grosvenor, through whose 
advice this tale appears to be published, may 
not be improper. You are probably sensible 
of being placed in a delicate situation. You 
must be aware that your predecessor was voted 
out of the church on the plea of having lost his 





usefuluess ; or, in plain English, beceuse the 


Pa, 


Baptist cause was retrograding in this place. ii 
is expected that through your labors, the past 
losses will be regained, and the church again be- 
come flourishing, Even admitting that yoy 
had no other motive than to obtain a living a. 
mong them, you must desire their prosperity 
and the question is, by what means is this to be 
accomplished ? A system of terror, inculcating 
a fear of God and the Devil as adversaries, and 
a hell of liquid lava in a future world, as the 
portion of many, is considered as the most cer. 
tain method of causing a revival, and peopling 
the church with such converts as might be ex. 
pected, the slaves of ignoranco, and consequent 
fear. 

This course appears to he yonr choice, as the 
two last paragrapiis conclusively evince. For 
we read ;— 

“On one of their associates God was fulfilling his 
dreadful threatening, —< I willlaugh at their calamity, 
I will mock when their fear cometh.’ God had cal- 
led, but they bad refused; he had stretched out his 
hand, but they had nct regarded.” 


It has been a uniform practice with preach- 
ers of terror, to press into their service passages 
of scripture as pointing to a future state, whose 
connexion proved conclusively, that such was 
not the purpose of the original text. Such jis 
the use of the passage before us. It is not for 
me to say whether this is through ignorance or 
design—charity would suggest the former, al- 
though in a professed preacher of the gospel. 
such ignorance is nearly if not quite inexcusa- 
ble. 

You represent the quotation from the prov- 
erbsas “God’s dreadful thggatening.”” With 
as good authority might you apply any other 
proverb to the same purpose. The words 
quoted are put into the mouth of wisdom, per- 
sonified, agreeable to the figures of speech in 
use among the Hebrews of those days, of which 
any man may satisfy himself by reading the first 
chapter. 

Without entering into a minute detail of all 
the reasons ready to be urged in this place; 
suffice it to inquire, if the character of God be 
‘ny where in scripture represented as that of a 
tantalizing tyrant, mocking the cries and groans 
of his afflicted creatures, and laughing, with 
extra-savage barbarity, at the totally helpless? 
It is not the-character of the God whom we wor- 
ship, who is represented as “ full of compassion.” 
who will not contend forever, because the spir- 
it of man is not constituted to bear it—ceasless 
contention would result in annihilation. 

Afier stating that the Spirit of God was with- 
drawn, and that consequent despair had seized 
with its “ unyielding—rTERNAL grasp, on his 
heart,” you state that “a dismal hell yawned 
before him.” Well do I appreciate his dread- 
ful forebodings, and his superstitious fears, Full 
well do I recollect the shapeless pantoms con- 
jured up by a warm imagination, heated by ree 
peatedly hearing of the shrieks of the damned, 
and the“ worm that never dies,” long before I 


earned that “ God is Love,” and that he chas- 
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tizes for our profit, that we might be partakers 
of hisholiness. shall never forget my feelings, 
and am truly thankful that no such horrid fears 
are justified in the book of inspiration. 

You close this paragraph by asking —“ Whith- 
er? O whither, fled his spirit?” The wise 
man, whose words have already been quoted, 
informs us, that the body .returns to dust, and 
the spirit toGod who gave it. Whethera state 
of consciouness immediately follows the disso- 
lution of the body, is a doubt in my mind. If you 
think the King of Israel was ignorant of the 
matter, perhaps you can suit yourself with a- 
nother reply. 

Relative to the worm which xever dies, I 
have only to say,that the form of expression 
seems to be an improvement on scripture, for 
the benefit of orthodoxy ; or at least, an alter- 
ation for the purpose of building upa certain 
tenet, without which orthodoxy would come 
down tothe level of primitive christianity.— 
The “ worm that dieth not,” spoken of by our 
Lord, (as connected with the valley of the Son 
of Hinnom, or Gehenna, a place near Jerusa- 
lem, in which dead carcasses of malefactors, 
and the filth ofthe city were destroyed by fire, 
after being food for worms,) is most certainly 
dead. While the valley of Tophet was used 
for these purposes, the worms subsisted, and did 
not die for want of sustenanee, nor did the fire 
go out for want of fuel, nor was it gucached, be- 
cause it was in continual use. Youcan havea 





parallel case if needed, which will setile the 
question definitely. 

Of the impor a portion of our closing | 
paragraph, I anfdoubtful. “Reader, beware | 
—because there is love—because there is wrath, | 
beware, lest he take thee away with a stroke, | 
and then a great ransom cannot deliver thee.” | 
Why beware because there is love? Does love | 
think ill, or work ill? And is any anxious to be | 
delivered from Him who is Love? 

It is obviously true that “ now is the accept- 
ed time, now is the day of salvation.” It will 
remain while the Christian dispensation lasts. 
Should another dispensation succeed this, which 
is to result in giving up the mediatorial king- 
dom to God, even the Father, when God shall 
be all in all, it is possible that may be a day of 
damnation. Until that event shall happen, it 
will be true as it now is, or was in the apostol- 
ic age, that this is the day of salvation. 

Earnestly desiring to promote peace on earth, 
and establish good will among men, permit me 
to offer you the advice which is suggested by 
some knowledge of the scriptures. All who 
profess the christian name, urge repentance on 
their hearers. ‘The motive toa gospel repen- 
tance is the coopnEss of God which LEADETH 
torepextance. Nothing but love will lead to 
love, and, as saith an apostle, “ We love him, 
because he first lovedus.” This,and this only, 
will lead men to that repentance which needs 
no after repentance—Love to God and man, 
and a reformation of life. That they may see , 





Ce cape a en re 
the ways of wisdom to bo ways of pleasantness, 
and bring many souls to the knowledge and love 
of gospel truth, is the earnest desire of, Sir, 
yours, L. D. 

P. S. A word to the editor of the Secretary. 
—Pluris est oculatus testis unus, quam auriti 
decem. Therefore, your additional testimony, 
being no more than an echo of the former, cau 
answer but one purpose, viz. to deceive.—Re- 
ligious Inquirer. 


RELIGION, 

The following extract from the valedictory 
of the Editor of the “ Cayuga Republican,” a 
respectable political journal, evinces an inde- 
pendence of mind, which, for the honor of hu- 
manity, and the benefit of posterity, we hope 
may become more generally prevalent among 
our citizens. It isto be admired more particu- 
larly for its ingenuousness, It is with pleasure 
that we give it to our readers, accompani- 
ed with an honest desire, that they may learn 
from it such a lesson, as shall enable them just- 
ly to prize an independent journalist, and to 
discriminate between servile devotedness to 
popular error, and honest expressions of indig- 
nation against the enemies of toleration. —E£d, 
Gospel Advocate. 

EXTRACT. 

Revicion.—That term so much abused—so 
litile understood, demands, and should receive 
the notice due to its sacred requisitions. No 
task imposed on man is half so difficult, as 
that of deciding with clearness and precision, 
what are his honest impressions of the Deity 
and his government. The Pagan, the Mahom- 
etan, and the Christian, have each their differ- 
ent modcs of evading or eluding questions, 
which no man ever yet was, or ever will be, 
furnished with capacities capable of comprhend- 
ing—much less of explaining, to such as are 
like himself, but 


* Dust in the wind—or dew upon the fower.” 


Of all the “dwellers upon earth,” none have 
evinced so rational a conception of the great 
Creator and his attributes of goodness, as_ the 
native wanderer of the forest—son of nature, 
and child of simplicity! for the improvement 
of whose moral condition in a word over which: 
we have no jurisdiction, on sympathies and our 
purses, are alike laid under equal contribution 
—by way of filling up that chasm in the atten- 
tions of the eternal Father, which his multifa- 
rious cares in the government of so many 
worlds, prevent him from bestowing, withoat 
our dutiful assistance! If this be really so, 
where is he, able to inform us 

ss W by, on Orellana’s stream, 

‘6 Th’ untutor’d fodian dreams of happier worlds 

“ Beiind the cloud-topp’d hill ?” 


or why, disdaining ougggepotent aid, he turns 



















396 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








to the blush with nature’s simple eloquence, 
the pious sophistry of the schools ? 

Religions—or rather creeds, areas diversified 
as the human complexion ; and what shall ap- 
pvar in one quarter of the globe, a sacred ob- 
servance of each holy rite, will elsewhere be 
pronounced an awful rupture of every moral 
obligation. Amidst all this chaos of sentiment, 
this Babel of conviction, where is the created 
being who shall guide us from the labyrinth, to 
the day-dawn of truth ?—* All on earth is shad- 
ow—all beyond it, substance”—and substance 
nowhere else exists. There are those indecd, 
concerned in the promulgation of theories, in- 
vented by themsclves, who strain every nerve, 
and exhaust every argument to convince the 
unreflecting of special providences, particular 
inspirations and marvellous communications 
appertaining exclusively to their own sect :— 
whilst at the same time, all who take the liber- 
ty of believing the age of miracles to have pas- 
sed by, consider such labor as fruitless as that 
of 

6 ——— J sopping buckets into empty wells 

“ And growiog old o drawing nothing ap.” 

On a topic so transcendantly important, as 
that which connects the future hopes of man, 
with the mercy-seat of the Most High, nothing 
can be uninteresting ; nor can any thing awa- 
ken to the exercise of sleepless vigilance, so 
readily and so justly, as an incipitent encroach- 
ment upon his right of investigation, and _lati- 
tude of inquiry after truth. Ifany earthly priv- 
ilege demand exemption from invasion and dic- 
tation—here isone. Yetitis my firm belief 
(and in this Iam not alone, by thousands) that 
a systematic and well laid plan, has long been 
in progress, in this and some other States, for 
bringing every secular right and privilege under 
subjection to sectarian surveillance ; and that 
this lamentable end would ere long be effected, 
but that the redeeming spirit of independence, 
education, and indignant forethought, in this 
country at least, accompany equa pede the on- 
ward marcl: of mind ! 

Shall I be asked for the grounds of such o- 
pinion ?—Witness, the often repeated endeav- 


ors to fill the the legislative seats with sectarian | 


devotecs, witness, the stratagem of Mr. Yates, 
to introduce his gingerbread “ Tracts” into the 
public schools—witness, a late celebrated 
“Circular,” brought forth at Albany, to pave 
the way for the coming of “Chuch as State” 
witness, the.. officious attempts to stop the 
running of Mails, the Steam-boats, and lastly 
Canal-boats, on Sundays—witness, the late 
censorship establish over the kitchens of all 
zood house-wives—in search of their bibles— 
“et id onne genus,” eum multis aliis ad infini- 
tum. Is there an American proud of his rights, 


and jealous of his honor—mentally as well as 
corporeaily, who will say that nothing is meant 
in all this, more than meets the eye?—I pity 
his dullness, and cannot envy his tranquility !— 
Withont watchfniness, he may lament too late. 

The divine author a 


he systems we profess, 





whose authority is quoted on all these occas 
sions, never lent his countenance to the prepos~ 
terous absurdities, that have been set in array 
to terrify mankind. His life was one of hu- 
mility, meekness, suffering, poverty, want, and 
privation. “ None ever saw him laugh—many 
had seen him weep”—and had he lived in these 
days, he would have found multiplied cause 
for the expression of his sorrows, in the follies 
of many who affect to inculcate the lessons of 
his heavenly wisdom. When I can bring my- 
self to believe in a partial God, a being frail 
and weak as myself, I may consent also to be 
made wretched by confiding in many a “ base- 
less fabric” of modern dogma—and not before. 
Meantime, relying on him, whose attributes 
will be found perfectly consistent at the last ; 
and who, while he marks the sparrow in its fall, 
lends a father’s ear to the humblest aspirations 
of the contrite heart; Ishall prefer being of 
the number of those who believe it to be Reli- 
gion: to “do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly”—to pray that all who are in any trou- 
ble or “ distress of mind, body or estate, may 
have a happy issue out of all their afflictions” 
—to do the Samaritan offices of pity to the 
helpless and the wretched—to “let our flock 
clothe the naked, our table feed the hungry, 
and deliver the poor from oppression” —to raise 
the fallen and encourage the desponding—to 
condole with him whose soul weeps in blood, 
over the sorrows of mortality—and, so far from 
insulting, slandering, and reviling the prostrate 
and the unfortunate ;—to sympathise in all ca- 
ses with the disappointed heart and the bro- 
ken spirit, that have come t k upon exist- 
ence, in reality but as a pilgrimage of pain, and 
the world as a vale of tears !— 

inten 
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PROVE ALL THINGS: HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GnoD 


UNIVERSALIS, vs. METHODISM. 

The following communication, from the pen 
of Mr. Henry Knapp, is doomed to descend 
the current of time, accompanied with a few 
remarks, designed to expose the most promi- 
nent defects in the rodomontade of a Metho- 
dist. The essay of Mr. K. will be found in 
small letter, beginning thus : 


** Srr,—There are few things more agreeable to 
my mind, than to be at peace with my fellow men; 
especially when that peace is sweetened by that love 
which binds me to the throne of God. I conceive 
the economy of Human Redemption and salvation to 
be the most perfect and complete plan ever preseol- 
ed to the rational mind ; in which, all the perfections 
of Deity shine with inconceivable lustre, and conspire 
to render man a subject of ineffable glory. I con- 
ceive, that Deity has given to hnman intelligences # 
revelation of himself, of is will concerning us, 0i 
our religious and social obligations, and of our final 
destiny.” 

We are no less anxious to be at peace with 
our fellow men, than Mr. K. appears to ba 
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and especially, “ that love which binds us to the he might gather together in one all things in 
throne of God,” has a direct and peculiar ten- Christ; both which are in heaven and which 
Bunt thatLove, are on earth even inhim.” And, again; 1 Tim. 


dency to sweeten such desires. 
which, methodists tell us, will bind myriads of 
mankind to the car of an eternal devil, we con- 
fess has never afforded us much comfort. It 
may sweeten the joys of Mr. K. and cause him 
to be glad, but from a participation of his sweets 
we beg to be excused. 
The next sentence is truly characteristic of 
a man who trusts in conditions. Mr. K. “con- 
‘ceives” that the plan of Human Redemption 
and salvation is very perfect and complete, &c. 
And he conceives that Deity has given to hu- 
man intelligences, a revelation of himself, of his 
will concerning us, of our religious and social 
obligations, and of our finaldestiny.” All this 
is very well; perhaps we have conceived sim- 
ilar ideas ; but we “ conceive” that the “ Hu- 
man Redemption and salvation” which Mr. K. 
has * conceived,” is quite different from the 
redemption of God, as taught in the scriptures. 
So, we have both conceived very excellent 
ideas of the plan of salvation and one has as 
geod right to his own opinion as another. But 
we conceive that Mr. K. has conceived one i- 
dea, which will prove itself an ungovernable 
child. “God,” says our opponent, “ has given 
to human intelligences, a revelation of his wi. 
concerning us, and of our final destiny.” Very 
well. This admitted, and two questions, when 
answered by the words oftruth, will leaye Mr. 
K. in a condition not very enviable. “First, 
since God has made a revelation of his will con- 
‘cerning us, and our final destiny, we ask, will 
his WILL strated, and thus render a reva- 
lation of i€nugatory ? or will it be done? An- 
swer ; “ Th@re are many devices in a man’s 
heart ; nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord 
shall stand, Prov. xix.21. We assert, with- 
out the fear of contradiction, that the witu of 
God, in relation to our final destiny, and his 
COUNSEL relative to the same event, are synon- 
omous, or atleast in perfect unison. And we 
‘conceive, that both will stand, and that God 
wilt do all his pleasure. We are aware, how- 
ever, that our opponent may say, that. God 
WILLs that men should zot sin, and that all 
should turn and live. We cheerfully admit the 
fact. But this, so far from proving that his 
will is nugatory or will never be done, clearly 
proves that allshall eventually turn and Tive. 
it belongs to Mr. K. to prove, that his will shall 
not be accomplished, in all cases, before he at- 
tempts to draw conclusions contrary to the rea- 
son and fitness of things. We say, that the 
will of God, shall be done, whatever it may be; 
and until it can be shown. that it shall not be 
accomplished, even in relation to the final dis- 
truction of sin, we shall conceive our position 


good. The next inquiry is, what is the will of | 


God ? We answer in the words of Paul, Eph. 
i. 9,10. “ Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he had purposed in himself ;— 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 


+ 


| Mr. Wm. Fay 
| miniature, a developement of your doctrinc. 


ii. 6. “ God will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”— 
Now, because Mr. K. cannot see the final ac- 
| complishment of this will of God ; or because 
all are not yet saved ; or because all have not 
yet come unto the knowledge of the truth ; it 
| does not follow, that God’s will shall not be 
, done, or that all shall not be finally saved.— 
For “ we see not yet all things put under him, 
but we see Jesus, who was made a hitle low- 
er than the angels, for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor ;: that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every 
mon.” Heb. ii. 9. Heuce then, if the dark- 
ened vision of mortals cannot see the final ac- 
complishment of all the will of God, the Re- 
deemer has left on record those assurances that 
are calculated to answer every purpose. 

* From havidg read eight or ten sheets of the Gos- 
pel Advocate, I am inclined to give you a few of my 
thougiutson whatI think your cardinal error. [ 
shalloot pretend to notice all of which I disapprove, 
as L consider many things coniained in that work 
very unworthy, either an answer, or the patronage 
of any serious man; and equally inconsistent with 
that universal love which you recommend and ad- 
mire, as the noblest passion of the human breast.” 


In the above paragraph of our opponent, 
he has“ conceived” and brought forth no less 
than five ideas. He “ conceives” that we have 
a “ cardinal error,’—that many things which 
have appeared in our columns are unworthy of 
'an answer,—that they are unworthy of the pat- 
| ronage of any serious man,—that some things 
advanced are inconsistent with that universal 
love which we recommend and admire,—and, 
probably, that hts love for souls, renders it 
binding on him, to notice our cardinal error.—. 
All this may be well, as far as it goes. But! 
one argument ; or one “ thus saith the Lord ;’” 
or one specification against us, founded in rea- 
son, would have more weight, than all the ideas 
that ever existed in the head of our opponent 
since the day of his birth! We have as good 
right to conceive, as our opponent has, and an 
inalienable right to think for ourselves ; and 
we think that Mr. K. would suit us better, by 
saying, wherein we err, rather then to censure 
us without discrimination. For his comfort, be 
it said, that many “ serious” men—as serious 
as himself, differ with him in opinion ; and 
many hundreds conceive that our paper is wor- 
thy of patronage. As to our cardinal error, 
more in its place. 

** That part of the work on which I fix my mind 
‘more particularly, is your “* REMARKS” in answer to 
In these, I conclude, you give us, in 
In 
page 297, you tell us, that on your part, “ it iscon- 
ceded, that man is 9 free moral agent,” and also, 
‘- whereas were we mere machines we could not be.” 
Tv this lam agreed. You seem to think, however, 
that it is only in a qualified sense that we should be 
said to be free. You afterwards maintain, that, “ to 
say that man is eotirely free, is to deny that he is an 
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accountable being.” You think the word agent“ imn- 
plies” subordination. It appears to me, you have 
mistaken the sense of this word, by making a dispro- 
portion between our agency and respcnsibility. Con- 
sider our freedom in moral actions commensurate 
with our obligations, and you will find there is no 
punishment due for iavoluntary, or unavoidable de- 
Viations ; or any rewards promised for virtuous ac- 
tions that do not spring from a pure intention, a vol- 
‘ntary mind, and a heart influenced by the holy Spir- 
w.” 

Our opponent is constrained to confess, that 
ive maintain, that man is a free moral agent ;— 
but is displeased with the doctrine, that he is 
not entirely free. He agrees with us in the 
opinion, that man is a free moral agent, and an 
accountable being, but it appears to him that* 
tve mistake the meaning of the word agent ;— 
inasmuch as we maintain that it implies subor- 
dination. Much might be said on this subject 
but the concession of our opponent is better 
than argnment. He says, that, “there is no re- 
ward promised for virtuous actions, that do not 
spring from a pure intention, a voluntary mind, 
and a heart iInFLUENCED by the Holy Spirit.” — 
Is it not strange, that a man should attempt to 
expose the “cardinal error” of his neighbor 
& without being able to write without contradic- 
y ting himself ? Our opponent imagines that we 
are mistaken when we maintian that man is not 
entirely free ; and yet he freely confesses that, 
there is no reward promised for virtuous ac- 
tions, unless they arise from a heart “ INFLUEN- 
cep” by the Holy Spirit ! !—He might as well 
have said that man is entirely free because God 
has an eternal influence over him! Or, that 
man is free, because he is not free / 


‘* To suppose (he Divine Being to have enjoined on 
ys duties, which he knew at the time, we never could 
perform, apd then punish us for not doing them, is 
palpably absurd. But to look at man as being per- 
feetly able, in unison wtth the divine assistance, to 
cbey all God’s moral injunctions, and yet consider 
him under no propelling power, or obsolute necessi- 
ty, and you see a free moral agent, a responsable be- 
ing.” 


The confession contained in the first sentence 
of the foregoing paragraph, is a precious one, 
Our opponent will admit, that God foreknew 
whatsoever comes to pass. He knew, there- 
fore, that mankind would be sinners, before he 
created Adam; and he also knew that without 
his restraining grace, or the “ influences” of his 
holy spirit, no soul could ever be converted.— 
No man will contend,—no not even a metho- 
dist, that we can be saved without the assistance 
of God’s Holy Spirit; and hence, if that is 
withheld, there is a moral inability to comply 
with God’s law ; and,onthe ground assumed 
by our opponent, any infliction of punishment 
fora non-compliance would be wicked and 
“palpably absurd!” For example; brother 
K. is in difficulty, God knew he would be thus 
circumstanced at the time he wrote his commu- 
nication 3 nothing but the help of God can pre- 
vent his being refuted ; and now, if God with- 





holds his aid, it would be “ palpably absurd” to 


censure brother K, for the fair presumption is, 
that some propelling power induced him tg 
write as he did, and the man is not tobe blam- 
ed for it! 

“In this light, we admit the guand provision of 
man’s salvation is made by the atonement, and freely 
proffered wo all the human race. Nor do we think 
that our heavenly Father does this with * indiffer- 
ence ;” but with Dr. Young we say, 


‘“« Heaven wills our happineas—allows our doom,— 

Icvites us ardently, but not compels ; 

Heaven but persuades, almighty man decrees, 

Man is the maker of immortal fates, 

Man falls by man—f finally he falls.”— 

The numerous expostulations and entreaties in 
God’s holy word, stand as living monuments of his 
high interest in the happiness of his rebellious off- 
spring. We believe that God counteracts many 
wicked designs, so that the contemplated end 1 not 
answered ; but good is the result ; no! of sin, but of 
God's wise management of affairs. So in the case of 
Josepl’s being sold into Egypt; as alsothe crucifix. 
ion of Christ.” 

The above is but an old stery newly told.~ 
It amounts to nothing more than a chain of 
conditions from a conditional God down to “al- 
mighty man.” It ie gravely said, that “God 
counteracts many wicked designs,” yet man is 
“ entirely free” and can do what he pleases : 
God is not “ indifferent” about the “ happiness 
of his offspring,” and'yet, foreknowing the re- 
sult,—having power to create or not, to save by 
his grace,or damn by withholding it, he “ al- 
lows” the devil to drag to hell a majority of 
his dependent offspring without doing any thing 
more, than merely to send to signers a fow 
methodists to tell them of collibes, with 
which he knows they never will comply, anda 
hell to which he knows they are going as fast 
as the wheels of time and the want of grace can 

y them ! Alas, alas! If God were as desi- 
rous to save sinners as our methodist brethren 
pretend to be, how much better it would be for 
the world ! But farther. God sometimes @oun- 
teracts wicked designs” and we desire toknow 
how such fact can be reconciled with the idea 
that man is entirely free?” Entire freedom 
consists in acting without any restraint,—of 
willing, and doing all that is willed. We know 
our opponent has said that the final result of the 
affair of Joseph, and the crncifixion of Christ, 
wasgood ; and that the good was “ the rsult, 
not ofsin, but of God’s wise management of 
affairs ;” but all this does not inform us how the 
good could have been brought out of evil, if the 
evil had not existed! In the case of Joseph, 
his brethren meant it for evil, but God meant 
the same transaction for good; and God did 
actually bring good out of the evil. But Om- 
nipotence itself, could not have caused good to 
come out of evil unless the evil had existed !— 
Now the brethren of Joseph willed tagdo a 
great evil, by sending Joseph to Egypt, and 
had they have done as they willed, the event 
would have been as they desired ; but some- 
thing seems to have “influenced” the affair, so 
that their freedom seems to have been some- 
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what circumscribed ! So in relation to the cru- 
cifixion and death of Christ. All was done as 
before determined, and therefore the agency of 
his murderers was limited. 

( To be continued. ) 


7 CORRECTION. 

Our Brother Editor of the “ Universalist” in- 
forms us that we have committed the sin of tak- 
ing an article from his paper and giving credit 
for it to the Universalist Magazine. We con- 
fess ourselves guilty of the charge, but do most 
solemnly declare that it was entirely uninten- 
tional. And be it known unto all men, that 
we never have intentionally “stolen” an arti- 
cle—as the Inquirer would say—from any pa- 
per on earth. 





NOTICE. 

The Universalist Society will meet on the 
first Sabbath in January next, at the building 
erected for a school house and chapel in the 
pear of J. Miller’s Store, where divine service 
will be attended statedly for time to come.— 
Hours of service a quarter befare eleven A. M. 
and two o’clock P. M. 


ene 


(> Bills on the Niagara Bank will be re- 
@eived at par on all debts due for this paper. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE MISERIES OF SINNING. 
The following observations from Noah’s Na- 


_— 





have joined the company and shared the crimes 
of the abandoned, who have revelled in their 
drunken orgies and sallied forth to alarm the 
unoffending and disturb the repose of the so- 
ber. should reflect on the impending judgments 
of God, shoald forsake the foolish and go in 
the way of understanding, or their end may be 
most calamitous at the block, the scaffold, or in 
the dungeon, and they may expire without 
hope. ‘They should well understand that God 
has threatened the sinful with the most awfu) 
punishment, and that his veracity is pledged for 
the execution of his every menace 3 that he is 
as faithful in rewarding the wicked as the virtu- 
ous, and that he will by no means suffer the 
guilty to escape unpunished, They should al« 
so recollect that if they would love life, and see 
good days, they must refrain their tongue from 
evil, and their lips, that they speak no guile ; 
that they must avoid evil and do good, seek 
peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and his ears are open to 
their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is a» 
gainst them that do evil. In God’s service they 
need entertain no fears, but of their own un- 
faithfulness, for who or what can harm them if 
they be followers of that which is good ? but iu 
| the slavery ofsin the case is quite different, as 
| they are constantly troubled with terrific ap- 
_prehensions from within and without, God havs 
| ing declared the way of the transgressor hard, 
and that the wicked have no peace. May the 
| grace of a merciful God preserve the innocent 
youth from crime, and reclaim those who have 





tional Advocate show in a most forcible manner strayed, or who are beginning to stray from the 
the drearinegs of guilty and solitary confine- path of wisdom, virtue, peace. 
ment, espe@fally to those who are full of hope —« 41} habits gather by unseen degrees, 


: 
that life may be replete with enjoyment, and |. As brooks run rivers, rivers swell to seas.” 
who, in the cloudless morning of existence, | 


. . 4 ¢ ; ’ + 
fancy the representations of age and experience “The human mind ne’er knows a state of rest, 


the counsels of the wise and tender expostula- | 


tions of the good are both useless and cruel — 
The condition of these lads should excite the 
deepest attention of youth to their own case, 
lest, trusting to their imagined security in vice, 


or fancied exemption from ruin, they should 
heedlessly disregard this warning of heaven | 


and fall headlong into destruction. Those, 
who are yet free from the crimes that have shut 
these youths out from the light, and the society 
of man, should consider the tendency of vain 
and sinful company, the strength of evil habits, 
the pain, shame, and unavoidable perdition 
which attend the guilty, and determine to re- 
member their creator in the days oftheir youth, 
while: the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when they shall say, we have no 
pleasure in them. It should be their settled 
purpose to heed the instruction of God, to ex- 
amine it frequently with strong cries and pray- 
ers to him for light and guidance in the way of 
truth and peace, lest, confiding in their own a- 
bility to resist evil and overcome temptation, 
. they be involved in many snares, and sink into 
black and hopeless ruin. And those who have 
begun to decline from the path of virtue, who 


ad grows to worse, and better leads to best.” 


Rel, Inq. 


SOLITARY CONFIEMENT. 


The lads lately convicted of manslaughter, have, in 
conformity with their sentence, been each placed in 
the cells of the state prison. These cells are dark 
stone rooms, scarcely ten feet inlength, and six in 
breadth ; cold and dreary, anddismal. Thcugh con- 
' finement at hard labor in the state prison carries with 
| it an odium difficult to shake off, yet still there isa 
| gleam of hope and a ray of comfort. The convict 
_ labors with his fellow convict; exercise gives him 
health and appetite; he sees the face of man; he 
, takes meals and sleeps with his unfortunate compan- 
| ion; he enjovs the light of day; the rays of the sun; 
| the breeze of summer, and the bracing air of winter, 
| There is still comfort in calamity ; but alas, what sit- 
uation can be more wretched than confinement in the 
solitary cellsof a prison !—Man was made for society, 
he is wretchedness without it, aud the fate of tiese 
yeuths should make adeep impression upon our ap- 
prentices generally, and admonish them to avoid vice 
and intemperance, and accustom themselves to in- 
dustry, sobriety and civility. 

Contrast the present and past situation of those cap. 
tive boys. They have all parents and relations, to 
whom they are reciprocally attached ; they enjoyed 
the ccmfort and happiness of home; the endearing 








altention and affectonate solicitude of mothers, broth- 





Tee 
> 


arte 0 
Toe a 


+f 
‘ 
, 
ff 











ers, and friends; their litle wants were gratified ;— 
their reasonable pleasures promoted ; they rose early 
to work, and, in the ship yard or ou the shop board, 
with the plumb of the mason, and the plane of the 
carpenicr, vr, in the ordinary mechanical pursuits, 
the, were treading a career of usefulness, honor, 
wealth, and happiness; the hope of their families, and 
probably oftheir country. Now mark the sad re- 
verse! {n seven solitary cells, dark as night, with- 
out 2 voice to clicer them, these unfortunate boys 
now lie. In onecorner is their hard and comfurt- 
less bed, no sound breeks upon their benumbed ears 
and chilled faculties, save the grating of ponderous 
bolis, when they are withdrawn to admit tle mute 
and surely goaler, who places the coarse meal of 
bread and water on the stone table and retires in si- 
lence. No grateful voice of parents or relations is heard 
+-ihose voices which called them totheir meals, 

- warned them to their beds, attended them in their 
sickness, and were jocund and free with them io 
health. The sound of cannon, the “ spirit-stirring 
drum,” the shouts of freemen, the joyful muste of the 
band heard on our national anniversary, reached not 
their prison. There they sit, coiled up in a corner, 
shivering with damps and apprehensions—shut out 
from the world—darkness, dreariness and sickness 
of heart, surrounding and affecting them. This is 
not a highly colored picture; it is unfortunately a 
true sketch. Let it warn our youth to beware of 
bad company—to shun bad habits—to keep them- 
selves out of broilsand mischief—to be industrious 
anid economical, and calculate upon the arrival of 
‘ that time, when they are to take a place among their 
fellow-citizens and earn for themselves reputation 
and bread. 





DIALOGUE BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST AND CAL- 
VINIST. 

U. Will you have the goodness. to state to 
me your opinion concerning the future state of 
infants ? ! 

C. My opinion is, that all infants are includ-. 
ed in the covenant of redemption ; and there- 
fore, that all infants will be saved. 

U. Well, Sir, all mankind are, or have been 
infants ; and consequently, are all included in 
the covenant of redemption. Will not all 
mankind be saved, on your own principles ? 

C. (Stammering) I—I—I—have given you 
my—views.— Religious Inquirer. 





Renunciation of Trinitarian Worship and 
* Communion. by a Baptist Missionary Stu- 
dent, in India. 


We learn by the Christian Reformer that a 
studeat, who has been for several years under 
the mstructions of the Missionaries at ‘Seram- 
pore, with a view to the ministry, and who has 
been employed in the superintendence of one 
of their out-stations, has become a Unitarian, 
written a letter to Dr. Carey stating the grounds 
of his new belief, and left the Missionaries.— 
It appears that he has beena member of the 
Baptist church, meeting in the Loll Bazar, for- 
12 years, and that during the time he was em- 
ployed as an instructor among the Indians, he 
had strong doubts of the truth of those doctrines 
he had been taught,and was then sent to teach. 
Rel, Ing. 
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POBTRY. 


IT will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
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From the Saturday Evening Visiter. 
LINES 


WRITTEN IN RICHMOND CHURCH-YARD, BY HERBER, 
KNOWLES. 


It is good for us tobe here: If thou wilt, Jet us. 
make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elias.”°—Matt. xvii. 4, 


Methinks it is good to be here ; 
If thou wilt let us build—but for whom? 

Nor Elias nor Moses appear, 
But the shadows of eve that encompass the glooin, 
The abode of the dead and the place of the tomb. 


Shall we build to 4mhition ? Oh, no! 
Affrighted he shrinketh away ; 

For, see! they would fix him below, 
In small narrow cave, and begirt with cold clay. 
To the meanest of reptiles a peer and a prey ! 


To Beauty? Ah, no!—she forgets 
The charms which she wielded before— 
Nor knows the foul worm that lie frets 
Which but yesterday fools could adore, 
For the smouthness it held, or the tint which it wore. 


Shall we build to the purple of Pride— 
The trappings which dizen the proud ? 
Alas! they are all laid aside ; 
And here’s neither dress nor adornment allow’d, 
But the long winding sheet and the fringe of ‘the 
shroud! 


To Riches? Alas: "tis in vain ; 
Who, had in their turns, have been laid 

The treasures are squander’d again ; 
And here in the grave are all metals forbid, 
But the tinsel that shone on the dark coffin lid, 


To the pleasures which Mirth can afford— 
The revel, the laugh and the jeer? 

Ah! here is‘a pitiful bozrd! 
But the guests aye all mute as their pitifal cheer, 
And none but thé.worm is a reveller here. 


Shall we build to Affection and Love ? 
Ah, no! they have wither’d and died, 

Or fled with the spirit above ; 
Friends, brothers and sisters are laid side by side, 
Yet none have saluted, and none have replied. 


Unto Sorrow ? The dead cannot grieve ; 
Nor a sob, nor a sigh meets mine ear, 

Which compassion itself could relieve ! 
Ah! sweetly they slumber, nor hope, love nor fear-~- 
Peace, peace is the watchword, the only one here! © 


Unto Death, to whom monarchs must bow ? 
Ah no! for hisempire is known, 

And here there are trophies enow ; 
Beneath the cold dead, and around the dark stone 
Are the signs of a sceptre that none may disown ' 


The first tabernacle to Hope we will build, 
And look for the sleepers around us to rise ; 
The second to:Faith, which ensures it folfill’d ; 


And the third tothe Lamb of the great sacrifice, 
Who bequeath’d us them both when he rose to the 
skies ? FINIS. 


